
Aspire by API Scholarship Application
The Aspire by API scholarship offers awards that range from $250 to $1,000 per 
session. Fall, spring, academic year and summer students are eligible to apply.

All applicants must meet the following requirements to be eligible to apply for an Aspire scholarship. 
	 • Cumulative G.P.A. of 3.0 (B average) or higher.
	 •	Must have applied and been accepted to an Aspire program.

To apply for a scholarship, each applicant must submit the following. 
	 • Two essays:

		  1. Now that you have chosen your study abroad destination with Aspire, you are likely reading about the country you 

		  will soon be calling home. Research an aspect of your host country’s culture and/or society that you find interesting 

		  and share your thoughts about it in a one-page essay.		

		  2. A one-page essay answering the following questions: Why do you want to study abroad? What is your financial  

		  need? What special circumstances about which you would like Aspire to know about? 
	
	 •	One letter of recommendation for the scholarship (in addition to the one required for the Aspire application)  
		  from a teacher or a guidance counselor. This may not be from the same teacher who submitted the first letter of  
		  recommendation. 

Aspire encourages students to submit their essays and letter of recommendation together. All materials 
must be received by Aspire on or before the deadline for the applicant to be considered. Scholarship 
application deadlines are as follows:

				    FALL/YEAR			   June 10

				    SPRING			   October 15

				    SUMMER			   April 1

Once received, Aspire scholarship applications will be processed and applied in the following manner. 
	 • Scholarships are awarded based on academic performance and financial need.

	 • All applicants will be notified of scholarship decisions 4-6 weeks after the scholarship application deadline. If full  

		  payment is due before scholarship awards are issued, payment should be sent according to the Aspire Payment  

		  Policies and Schedule. If a student is awarded a scholarship, a refund will be issued for that amount.

Any student who voluntarily withdraws before or after their program will forfeit their scholarship award.

Return the following page along with the supplemental requirements to Aspire by mail, e-mail or fax. If letters of 

recommendation are sent via e-mail, they must be e-mailed directly to Aspire by the teacher or counselor. 

Aspire by API
301 Camp Craft Road • Suite 100
Austin, Texas 78746-6501
api@academicintl.com
Fax: 512-600-8999



 s
c

h
o

lars


h
ip

 appli



c

a
ti

o
n

Program Information
Session	 m Spring 1  m Spring 2  m Summer 1  m Summer 2  m Summer 3  m Summer 4  m Fall  m Spring  m Academic Year  

	 m Other _____________________________________________________________   

program TYPE	 m Summer Program  m Gap Year m Gap Semester/Quarter

Program Location 
COSTA RICA  m San Joaquín de Flores    FRANCE  m grenoble  m PARIS    ITALY  m FLORENCE     IRELAND  m CORK  m limerick     

SPAIN  m barcelona  m madrid  m salamanca     m other  ______________________________________________________________________

Program Name (e.g., Spanish Language & Culture Immersion) ______________________________________________________________

Personal Information 
STUDENT’S Name FIRST _____________________________ middle ____________________________ last ___________________________________

MAILING address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

city __________________________________________________________________________   state _____________   zip ___________________________

current telephone ( __________ ) ______________________________   mobile telephone ( __________ ) _______________________________
                                          Area Code				                        Area Code

e-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

name of school  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

city  ______________________________________  state  ________________  current grade level  m 8th  m 9th  m 10th  m 11th  m 12th

cumulative g.p.a. ________________________   Applicants must have a cumulative g.p.a. of 3.0 (B) or higher in order to apply.

Mail application and all of the required materials to: 
aspire by api • 301 camp craft road • SUITE 100 • austin, tx 78746-6501
please type or print clearly in capital letters with black or blue ink.

I certify that I have properly cited any sources used in the preparation of my essays.

 signature of student _________________________________________________________________   DATE _________________________



please type or print clearly with black or blue ink.

Instructions for Student:
Please complete the personal information below and then give this form to a teacher or guidance counselor 
that you would like to use as a reference. Be sure to provide your reference with a stamped envelope addressed to: 
Aspire by API • 301 Camp Craft Road • Suite 100 • Austin, Texas 78746-6501 

name ___________________________________________________________________   telephone ( __________ ) ___________________________
                                Last                                                        First                                  	                                           Area Code

current address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

city __________________________________________________________________________   state _____________   zip ___________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________________ current telephone ( __________ ) ___________________________                                             	
			                                                 Area Code

name of high school  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

city  ______________________________________  state  ________________ 

Aspire Program You’re Applying To ________________________________________________________________________________________
					            Country			                    Program Name

Under the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, I waive any right of access that I might have to this evaluation.

signature of APPLICANT _________________________________________________________________   DATE _____________________________

Instructions for Teachers/Guidance Counselor:
The student named above is applying to an Aspire high school or gap year/gap semester study abroad program. These programs 
require students to be emotionally mature, flexible, and academically focused. The students must also be able to abide by the 
Aspire Code of Conduct without constant supervision. We appreciate your evaluation of the student’s ability to successfully 
participate in an Aspire program: 

How long have you known the student and in what capacity? ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you aware of any previous disciplinary problems involving this applicant that would cause concern when considering this type of program?  

m Yes  m No  

If yes, please elaborate ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Academic Achievement	 m Excellent   m Above Average   m Average   m Below Average   m No Basis
Social Maturity	 m Excellent   m Above Average   m Average   m Below Average   m No Basis
Respect for Rules	 m Excellent   m Above Average   m Average   m Below Average   m No Basis
Self-Reliance	 m Excellent   m Above Average   m Average   m Below Average   m No Basis
Leadership Ability	 m Excellent   m Above Average   m Average   m Below Average   m No Basis
Sense of Responsibility	 m Excellent   m Above Average   m Average   m Below Average   m No Basis
Team Player	 m Excellent   m Above Average   m Average   m Below Average   m No Basis
Motivation	 m Excellent   m Above Average   m Average   m Below Average   m No Basis

PLEASE CONTINUE RECOMMENDATION ON next page444



Would you please describe below why you feel this student is or is not a good candidate for a study abroad program. Please keep in mind the 
student’s academics, maturity and discipline.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I recommend this student:     m Enthusiastically     m Strongly      m Fairly Strongly      m With Reservation 

name and job title ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

signature _____________________________________________________________________   DATE _____________________ 

school _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

office e-mail ____________________________________________________   OFFICE Telephone ( _________ ) ____________________________   
             		   	                                                   Area Code
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